
The Minor Prophets 

Joel – The Day of the Lord 

Lesson 8 

Please pray and ask the Lord to teach you through His Holy Spirit before you begin. 

 

Read Joel Chapter 1 

 

 Hosea gave his message of God’s jealous love for Israel through his tragic marriage. Joel 

used a terrible plague of locusts and drought to bring a message of repentance and future 

judgments to come in the day of the Lord. 

 Joel does not mention the name of the king who reigned during his prophesying, so 

scholars are not sure of the date of Joel’s book. There is general agreement that he was 

prophesying in Judah. He is quoted in Amos who prophesied around 790 B.C., so Joel was 

possibly written early in the 9th century B.C. perhaps from 835-796 B.C. Joel is also quoted in 

Acts 2:16 concerning the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

Chapter 1 – Devastation of the land 

 

In chapter one Joel is describing a present situation in the land of Judah, a terrible plague of 

locusts such as never seen before.  

If the date of Joel’s prophecy is 835 B.C., then wicked Queen Athaliah (2 Chronicles 22:2-4; 2 Ch 

24:7) was being overthrown by the High Priest Jehoiada who set seven- year- old Josiah on the 

throne. You can read about this in 2 Kings 11:4-21.  In the meantime, the people had been in 

great sin against God. Read Deuteronomy 28:15; 38-42 to understand why the locust plague 

was in the land. 

   

1. Read verses 1-4 and explain why it is important to “tell the children”. 

 

2. There are various groups of people being addressed in verses 5-13. What have they lost, and 

do you see a relationship between that loss and their sin against God? 

a. Drunkards (verses 5-8) – Isaiah 24:7-11 may help your answer. 



b. Priests (verses 9 & 10) – Hosea 9:4  

c. Farmers, vinedressers and ordinary people ‘sons of man’ (verses 11 & 12) – Hosea   

9:1,2. 

 

3. Read verses 14-20.  What do you see in these verses? 

 

4. When you are in a crisis that is overwhelming what should your response be? Read Psalm 

50:15; Psalm 91:15; Micah 7:7; Habakkuk 3:17,18; Luke 18:1 & 7; and Philippians 4:6,7.  

 

 

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.” 

Psalm 34:18 

 

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart – these, O God, You will 

not despise.” Psalm 51:17 

 

 

 


